[Bacteremia and multiple and recurrent skin ulcers due to Brucella melitensis. A new modality of self-induced infection].
Self-induced infections are a special form of factitious disease. They are characterized by the autoinoculation of contaminated substances or bacterial cultures which may lead to cutaneous infections, bacteremias, or arthritis by various germs. The conditions produced are difficult to diagnose and may lead to multiple operations, and sometimes mutilations or death of the patient. Herewith, a patient who, over a period of 10 months, presented 4 episodes of bacteremia and cutaneous abscess in which Brucella melitensis was isolated is described. In addition, during the second admission, the patient had factitious fever. Despite the evidence of self induced infection, the patient denied autoinoculation however, following confrontation with the facts and supportive psychotherapy the patient has not presented any further episodes after 6 months of follow up. Although the microorganisms involved in this type of disorders are various, this is the first case described in the literature of self-induced infections by Brucella melitensis.